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INFORMATION DTSCLOS TTRE STATEMENT 



Dear Sirs: 



Pursuant to the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, Applicant 
hereby submits this. Information Disclosure Statement, which includes a completed Form 
PTO/SB/08A and one (1) copy of each foreign-patent reference identified therein. A copy of 
the V.S. Patent identified on the Form PTO/SB/08A is not included herewith. 

This application is the U.S. national phase of International Application No. 
PCT/EP03/00117, filed January 9, 2003, corresponding to German Patent Application No. 
102 01 409.4, filed January 15, 2002. The references cited in the International Search 
ReportdSR) for the underlying International Application are identified on Form PTO/SB/08A 
and are relevant for the reasons provided therein. Copies of the International Search Report 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail m an envelope 
addressed to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on July 28, 2005. 

Patricias. Cunningham 
(Name of p/ipprf^#90siting forresporjjjence) 
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Application No. 1 0/50 1 ,203 
Paper Dated: July 28, 2005 
Attorney Docket No. 3988-044593 

and the International Preliminary Examination Report are not enclosed because the Notice of 
Acceptance of Application Under 35 U.S.C. § 371 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.495, dated March 3, 
2005 indicates that they were received by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

German Patent AppUcation No. 199 14 297, of which an English-language 
abstract is enclosed herewith, is relevant for the reasons provided on page 1, line 4 of the 
Applicant's specification. 

German Patent Application No. 197 41 251, of which an Enghsh-language 
abstract is enclosed herewith, is further relevant for the reasons provided on page 1, line 26 of 
the Applicant's specification. 

German Patent Application No. 33 13 578, of which an EngUsh-language 
abstract is enclosed herewith, is fiirther relevant for the reasons provided on page 2, line 13 of 
the Applicant's specification. 

German Patent Application No. 41 92 274, of which an English-language 
abstract is enclosed herewith, is relevant for the reasons provided in the English-language 
abstract and was cited in a German Office Action in a corresponding German Application. A 
copy of the German Office Action is enclosed herewith. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fee is believed to be due for the 
submission of this Information Disclosure Statement, as it is being submitted before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, the Commissioner for 
Patents is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required to Deposit Account 
No. 23-0650. One (1) original and two (2) copies of this Information Disclosure Statement 
are enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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